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Curriculum Vitae 
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EDUCATION 

2010 PhD in Romance Linguistics, University of California, Berkeley
Dissertation: Acquisition as Becoming: An Ethnographic Study of Multilingual Style in

‘La Petite Espagne’
Committee: Claire Kramsch, Rick Kern, Mairi McLaughlin, Milton Azevedo 

1995 BA in French Literature, Columbia University 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS: Spanish and French linguistics; Peninsular cultural
studies; French and Francophone studies; discourse analysis; semiotics of social difference; sociocultural 

mailto:david.divita@pomona.edu


  

 
       
 
         
 
              
       
 
       
 
              
            
 
              
      
 
              

         
 

 
              

       
 

 
          
 
       
      
 
              
        
 
           
        
    
 
                 
        
 
             
        
     
 
     
 
               
 
        
               

    
     

Articles in Peer-Reviewed Publications 

In preparation The Gendered Semiotics of Far-right Populism on Instagram: A Case from Spain. 

Under review Memes from Confinement: Temporal Disorder and Chronotopic Projection in the
Crisis of COVID-19. 

Forthcoming Radical-right Populism in Spain and the Strategy of Chronopolitics. 

2021 Masculine Embodiment among Sexual Minorities in a Women’s Prison. Co-
Authored with Amy Smoyer. Australian Social Work 74(2):172-185. 

2020 Domestic Spanish Handbooks: Language and Labor in the American Home. 
International Journal of the Sociology of Language 262:17-37. 

2019 Recalling the Bidonvilles of Paris: Historicity and Authority among
Transnational Migrants in Later Life. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 29(1): 
50-68. 

2019 The Life of a Loanword: A Case Study of Le Coming Out in the French 
Magazine Têtu. Co-Authored with William Curtis. Ampersand 6.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215039019300098 

2018 Talk about the Past. Texas Linguistic Forum 61:1-8. 

2014 From Paris to Pueblo and Back: (Re-)Emigration and the Modernist Chronotope 
in Cultural Performance. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 24(1):1-18. 

2014 Language Ideologies across Time: Household Spanish Handbooks from 1959 to
2012. Critical Discourse Studies 11(2):194-210. 

2014 Multilingualism and the Lifespan: Case Studies from a Language Course for
Spanish Seniors in Saint-Denis, France. International Journal of Multilingualism 
11(1):1-22. 

2012 Online in Later Life: Age as a Chronological Fact and a Dynamic Social
Category. Journal of Sociolinguistics 16(5):585-612. 

2011 Objects as Artifacts: Synchronic Convergence in Multilingual Contexts. Apples: 
Journal of Applied Language Studies 5. 
http://apples.jyu.fi/index.php?volume=5&issue=1 

Chapters in Edited Volumes 

Under review Back to Spain? Return Migration on Stage among Spaniards in Diaspora. 

2021 Spanish Bonnes in 1960s Paris: Occupational Narratives from Transnational
Migrants in Later Life. In Language, Global Mobilities, Blue-Collar Workers
and Blue-Collar Workplaces. Kellie Gonçalves and Helen Kelley-Holmes, eds. 
New York: Routledge. 91-106. 
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2019 Discourse of (Be)Longing: Later Life and the Politics of Nostalgia. In Discourses 
of Identity in Liminal Places and Spaces. Roberta Piazza, ed. New York: 
Routledge. 64-82. 

2011 Becoming Multilingual: An Ethnographic Approach to SLA Beyond the
Classroom. In Beyond the Language Classroom: Theory and Practice. Phil 
Benson and Hayo Reinders, eds. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 72-87. 

INVITED LECTURES AND WORKSHOPS 

2019 Going Back: Toward an Anthropology of Return. Wenner-Gren Foundation-sponsored 
workshop. Department of Anthropology, University of Nevada Reno. 

2018 El inglés en Estados Unidos: Ideologías Lingüísticas y Polémicas Actuales. Universidad 
de Murcia (Spain). 

2018 Los paisajes l



  

       
 

              
   
 

              
                
       
       
 

              
           
         

  
 
              
     
               
           
 
                 

               
     
 

             
   
       
 

         
        
    
 

                
          
         
 

       
    
 

            
    
 

                
               
     
 

   
   

    
    

 

22, University of Auckland. 

2018 Discourses of (Be)Longing: Later Life and the Politics of Nostalgia. Presented at 
the Symposium about Language in Society (SALSA), University of Texas at Austin, 

2017 Representing the Past: Modes of Knowing and the Historical Imagination. Presented on 
panel Time, Historicity, and Claims to the Past: Negotiating Authority and Identity across
Temporal Frames, organizers Anna Browne Ribeiro and Karl Swinehart. Annual Meeting
of the American Anthropological Association, Washington DC. 

2017 Language, Migration, and Domestic Labor: Insights from the Perspective of Later Life.
Presented on panel The Political Economy of Language: Challenges and Approaches
within ‘Blue-Collar’ Workplace Contexts, organizers Kellie Gonçalves and Anne 
Schluter. International Symposium on Bilingualism, University of Limerick. 

2017 Bidonvilles at the Museum: Modes of Knowing and the Historical Imagination. Presented 
on panel When (Moral) Authority Speaks: Transdisciplinary Perspectives from
Germany, India, and France, organizer Usree Battacharya. Annual Meeting of the 
American Association for Applied Linguistics, Portland. 

2016 An Afternoon at the Museum: The Semiotics of Time and Personhood in a Diasporic
Community in Paris. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological
Association, Minneapolis. 

2016 Language in the Domestic Sphere: Linguistic Proximity and Social Distance in
‘Household Spanish’ Handbooks. Presented at Sociolinguistics Symposium 21, 
Universidad de Murcia (Spain). 

2016 Language Ideologies across Time: Household Spanish Handbooks from 1959 to 2012. 
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for Applied Linguistics,
Orlando. 

2014 Language and the Life Course: Case Studies of Individuals in Later Life. Presented on 
panel On Older Adult Language Learners, organizer Jessica Cox. Annual Meeting of the
American Association for Applied Linguistics, Portland. 

2013 “¿Volver a España?”: Staging the Spanish Migrant Experience in Paris. Presented at the 
6th International Conference of Hispanic Linguistics, University of London. 

2012 Language, Biography, Performance: Spanish Migrant Experience on Stage in Paris.
Presented at Sociolinguistics Symposium 19, Freie Universität Berlin. 

2012 Language and the Lifespan: Case Studies from a Language Course for Spanish Seniors in
Saint-Denis, France. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for 
Applied Linguistics. 

2011 Tercera Edad or Segunda Juventud?: Age as Relation an in Internet Class for Retirees. 
Presented on panel Constructing Age Differences: Language Ideology and Language 
Socialization, organized by Elise Berman. Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Montreal. 
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE 

Reviewer 




